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Mission Statement

The mission of the John M. Cuelenaere Public Library is to provide and encourage the
use of a wide range of library materials, services and programs that will enable the
John M. Cuelenaere Public Library to best meet the varying informational, literacy,
sellevelopmental, cultural and recreational needs of the residents of Prince Albert.

A Short History

The Prince Albert Library was established in 1913 when it took over from the Mechanics' Institute Library. It opened
in a couple of upstairs rooms in the Empress Hotel, moved to the Knights of Columbus Building on Central Avenue,
and then to the top floor of City Hall.

By 1945, the library was situated on the ground floor of the Holmes Block at the corner of Eighth Street and First
Avenue East, and remained there until it moved to the top two floors of the Prince Albert Public Libdakg at 56

Street West in 1951. The Headquarters of the first prairie regional library, North Central Saskatchewan Regional
Library (now called Wapiti Regional Library), had moved to the lower level of the Public Library in July, 1950, and
remained there until it moved to its own building in 1962. By then, the Public Library was becoming cramped for
space.

John Cuelenaere, Mayor of the City of Prince Albert and first Chairman of the Regional Library, was instrumental in
the establishment of the new regional library. When he died prematurely in 1967, he left a very significant part of his
estate to be used to build a large new library in Prince Albert. Thanks to his major contribution, the John M.
Cuelenaere Public Library opened its doors to the public on November 27, 1973, next door to Wapiti Regional
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A Message from the
Chairman of the Board

After 9 years on the library board, the last eight as chair, this is my last report for the annual meeting. I'm
sorry to no longer be on the boatdnjoyed my tenure, found the staff always easy to work with and
extremely helpful, and learned an amazing amount about the services that are provided, available to all city
residents, usually at no cost. The library is truly one of the best deals in the city.

I'm sorry not to have the opportunity to work with the new director, Alex Juorio. | think that Alex will bring
the new ideas and perspectives that the library needs to evolve to meet the changing needs of the city, and I'm
sure that the board will have an exciting time working to implement these new ideas.

And | emphasize the need for change all institutions, it's tempting to try to keep things the same, to stay

in our comfort zone. But to thrive, change needs to be constéichange for the sake of change, but

change to meet the changing needs of the community. When we changed to open on Sundays, and to close
Monday mornings, we were recognizing that the purpose of the library is to be open when its clients are most
likely to use the service, not merely to stick with the patterns of the past. With tight budgets likely to be the
reality for at least the next few years, we need to look for similar dramatic changes to allow us to meet the
needs of the community while living within our means.

| wish the new board all the best in their endeavors, and | hope to be able to continue the open conversations
that I've enjoyed with staff whenever | drop in to use the library.

~Lee Atkinson JMC
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Message from the Library

The library made significant progress in 2009 in several areas.

Library staff computers were replaced with thin client devices, which are inexp
and have reduced the | ibraryods util
opportunity, and once the issues with the thin clients have been resolved, we i
to migrate the public computers to thin clients as well.

Acting Director Sharon Karr set collection development as a priority in 2009. T
staff met this challenge, as many old and unused items were withdrawn, clear
space for new materials and making it easier to browse on shelves that were c
very overcrowded.

A new Director, Alex Juorio, was hired at the end of 2009, and as the library loUk
forward to 2010 as a year of significant change, it is exciting to have a new leader for
the team of staff who work so hard on a daily basis to ensure that the citizens of
Prince Albert have access to quality library services.

Out side of a dog, a book

Librarian is a service occupati@as station attendant of the mind.
~Richard Powers

The ch:

i s a mands bes:
~ Groucho Marx
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2009 at a Glance

Library Use

Library Card Holders 11,582
New Patrons Registered 2,144
ltems Borrowed &

Used in the Library 349,860
Questions Answered 12,102
Virtual Service

Database Searches 14,291
Articles Retrieved 5,395
Internet Users 39,912

Program Attendance
Total Programs Presented 350
Total Program Attendance 10,052

Why buy a book when you can join a library.

~ Ricky Gervais
JMC
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The Collection

Books
Adult
Young Adult
Juvenile
Large Print
Literacy / ESL

Audio/Visual
CDs
DVDs
Videos
Audio Books

Magazines
Subscriptions

Other
Pamphletsqits,
microfilm, CDROMs

61,391

4,475

32,116

4,333
594

3,946
2,693
3,313
3,312

473

853

TOTAL
HOLDINGS:
117,499

A good library will never be too neat, or too dusty, because somebody will always be in it,

taking books off the shelves and staying up late reading them.

~Lemony SnicketJMC
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Programs at the Library

A wide variety of programs in 2009 provided many opportunities for Prince AIbertmn “l h! ’ ; a5,
residents to be informed and enterta e TSR ublic ||
continue to take place throughout the year, introducing little ones to the wonder of hl ‘
and the world of imagination. Other ongoing programs include the Anime Club, w |
worked on many interesting projects during 2009, and watched Anime movies, w
open to everyone. The Library regularly shows free movies on Saturdays and Su
also shows movies during school bréalkese continue to be a popular source of
entertainment for people of all ages.

There were also several special programs offered this year, starting with"/@s & book, | would like to be a library book, so |
Aboriginal Storytelling Month in February, when Jason Chamakese ~ Would be taken home by all different sorts of kids.
entertained 145 junior high and high school students with traditional ~Cornelia Funke

native flute music and storytelling. The Great Tar Sands Debate arrived

in Prince Albert in March, providing people with the opportunity to hear both sides of the tar sands developmenkdsbate; spea
were Andrew Nikiforuk, author ®&r Sands: Dirty Oil and the Future of a,@mtibenCarolyn Preston, Executive Director of the
Petroleum Technology Research Centre. 171 people attended. A book [BeochddaCharecesiting project telling the stories

of brain injury survivors, was attended by 100 people in June. The library also hospedit &iteeg series in Octolzard

Novembed The Prince Albert Stpnesented by members of the Prince Albert Historical Society.

Other programs throughout the year, such as Easter Egg Decorating in April and Gingerbread Man Decorating in December,
provided opportunities for fun family times. Read with the Raiders continues to be popular; Prince Albert Raitleshockey p
read stories, play games, and do crafts and other activities with thé eflildtengreat chance to meet the Raiders! The TD

Summer Reading Club members read a grand total of 5540 books during the summer. A traditional finish to eachtryear, the Chris
Puppet Shows entertained 1468 children; they cheered as Super Elf solved the case of the missing presents.

A number of authors launched new books and held readings throughout the year. Authors Trevor Herriot, Maureen Ulrich, and
Lynda Monahan visited the library through the Saskatchewan Writers Guild grant program. The final annual BookeSale took plac
September; many patrons took the opportunity to stock up!

Thank you to the many volunteers who have helped to make the Book Sale such a success throughout the years. ihanks also go o
to the authors who have visited the library, and to our many community partners who have worked with us to progidednterestin

informative programming throughout the year. JMC
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What 0s Gol ng on

The John M. Cuelenaere Public Library (JMCPL) is a place, where people can read, learn, relax and enjoy theniselves. During t
past year, citizens of Prince Albert have continued to value and make great use of their library.

When not busy helping these many patrons, the focus was on improving the collectionsinthd h'€ def i ni t i on of
library, as materials were weeded to accommodate newer material and create some sp )
Discarding materials that are worn, damaged or out of date with newer materials allows @
and its patrons to stay current and up to date. The weeding of materials was done with
conscious effort to retain and promote Canadian content. Shelvingomdigueed to ’
] . I ——
accommodate the increase of materials, such as DVDs and CDs. @

The annual book sale has been replaced with an ongoing book sale, which allows patrc )ie CT' ?-‘ﬁL}fd
i icki i i musical ustia Ly
the benefits of picking up a hidden gem every day of the year not just once a year. And : rwm\f(=,$ series
proceeds of the ongoing book sale go towards purchasing newer materials, which then mah o]"'”d'”g IPA
the patronsd experience in the | ibrary. @OIUHL“m 2T Vi ce:¢

audievisual materials to help citizens who are new to our community, and this expandel
( English as a Second Language) collection is proving to be quite popular with the publi

5 - ;'."D formulations

ari I Cﬂ :application

s[earporsad
- Sldl.l:JSt

Readalikes have proven very popular, and a permanent display of these books has bee bruh- -reey _%Films
the frontof librars o t he next time youdre | ooking Stud E,« i lar breri iell e
book, stop by and see what we recommend as an alternative! Internet service has bee »-0Q *h“‘m‘;;g’"
with over 25 internet stations for the public to use and wireless service available anywh IS‘:;E‘}":L FEfEI"E‘l’]CE
library allows people to bring their own laptops to the library and surf the web. S H_ m reﬂ“tmg

s -0 : E:' | ace
Each year, we have seen growth in the d ’ﬁ:;’g]'ﬂf“]:‘i]jg:;-m / Sservi
desire for new ideas and information. In the coming year, new features will be added tc canonl readm
Li brary and the Libraryds website, and VIGWIHg = TOOMS g rtant
the public will be implemented. def 1o

thcmf

g Destablgshment

o _:_-: maintainin
The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who can't ree =5 geibechy Son! ain

R Twain LEE g,— pec1 icsimilar e

enjoyment JMC
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The Grace Campbell Gallery

The Grace Campbell Gallery had 11 exhibitions in 2009, featuring ten local
artists and groups, and one exhibition from the Mendel Art Gallery in
Saskatoon.

The library is proud to be able to showcase local artists and their talents
with various media at the gallery, and would like to thank everyone who
displayed their art this year with us.

0Godds Countryd by Patti Koi vil's

If truth is beauty, how come no one has their hair done in the library?
~ Lily Tomlin

JME



Here Comes SILS

There was significant planning in 2009 for a project that will come to the John M. Cuelenaere Public Library in
June 2010.

Public libraries across the province joined together in late 2008 to form the Saskatchewan Information and Library
Services Consortium. The Consortium received funding from the provincial government and from each
participating member, and purchased a new integrated library system to be used by every public library in the
province.

Having a Single Integrated Library System (SILS) for the whole province will provide many opportunities for
sharing and accessing materials for all patrons. A project of this size is unprecedented in Canada, and by the time
the entire province is using SILS, there will be 305 public library branches using the same online catalogue, and
library patrons across the province will be able to use their library card in any public library in the province!

SILS will help all Saskatchewan public libraries remain relevant in the information age by streamlining many
processes, and enhancing resource sharing across the province. Relieving

libraries of the necessity to maintain their own automation will allow us to

focus on delivering relevant client services into the future.

JI\/IlCzi



